THE ISLAND CONTINENT

to the mines in California in 1849. He
made his find at Summerhill Creek about
twenty miles north of Bathurst in Feb-
ruary of that year; and it precipitated
such a gold rush as has seldom been
equaled. Many people died of thirst
and hunger on their way to the gold
fields, others found enough "pay dirt"
in the gravel of stream beds and moun-
tain slopes to make their fortunes. Prices
rose and conditions were much as they
are anywhere during a boom. Then
in August gold was found at Anderson's
Creek, near Melbourne, by a shepherd
who picked up a lump of the soft yellow
metal while herding his flock. Later that
same month the great Ballarat gold field,
perhaps seventy-five miles from Mel-
bourne, was discovered, and brought
people from Europe, North America,
New Zealand and China. At Ballarat
one nugget was picked up which meas-
ured eighteen inches long and weighed
over a hundred pounds. iNJext the world
gasped at the ''Welcome Nugget," which
actually weighed over a hundred and
eighty-four pounds. Valuable mines were
also located at Bendigo. Within a dec-
ade a total of $500,000,000 worth of gold
had been found, Melbourne had become
an important city and Victoria had grown
to a flourishing state. Gold attracted im-
migrants to Western Australia between
1891 and 1901.

Chinese Exclusion Laws

From the first the white miners ob-
jected to the presence of the Chinese at
the "diggings," and various states as they
were formed made laws tending toward
Chinese exclusion. It was, indeed, this
mutual interest which got them together
in 1888 in a gathering which proved an
important step in federation.

Now New South Wales, the mother
colony, had become a British possession
in 1788, by 1843 it had a Legislative
Council and in 1856 responsible govern-
ment. But first its extreme southern por-
tion (the population of which doubled
within a year of the discovery of gold)
became a separate colony, Victoria, in
1851, and had responsible government by

1855. Then in 1859 the northern por-
tion of the mother colony separated and
as Queensland had government conferred
upon it. This daughter colony is a very
great deal larger than New South Wales
for it reaches from south of Brisbane
clear around to midway of the coast of
the Gulf of Carpentaria.

Development of the States

South Australia, on the Great-Austra-
lian Bight, with a deep gulf just west of
Adelaide, dates from 1836, when a joint
stock company initiated the Wakefield
colony. It too had a Legislative Council
by 1851. Western Australia, on the
Indian Ocean, has been British since
1791 when Vancouver planted the flag on
King George Sound. As early as 1826
New South Wales had sent soldiers and
others to found Frederickstown, the year
following Captain James Stirling sur-
veyed the coast as far as Swan River and
in 1829 founded the Swan River Settle-
ment and the towns of Perth and Fre-
mantle, the latter named for Captain
Fremantle who had taken possession of
this territory for the British Crown.
Large grants were made to settlers, but
there were so few people in this vast
wilderness that in 1850 they asked that
a penal settlement be located there, and
convicts were sent them until 1868. These
men, some merely unfortunate or athirst
for excitement, were many of them
roused by pioneer conditions into becom-
ing valuable citizens. In 1870 Western
Australia initiated a partly representative
government. The island of Tasmania was
a dependency of New South Wales from
1803 until 1825, and by 1851 had its own
Legislative Council, while by 1856 re-
sponsible government came into opera-
tion. Northern Territory, originally part
of New South Wales, was annexed by
South Australia in 1863, but in 1911
passed under the direct control of the
Commonwealth and in 1927 divided into
North and Central Australia.

Sounds Like a Fairy Tale

From  start  to  finish,  the -states  (of
which there were five by 1860) with re-
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